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A Naturally Green Swimming Pool
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hose passing by the swimming pool in the
winter months might have been surprised to
find that the pool was not only still full of water but

that the water was of a dubious green.

In fact, this was due to one of the university’s green
measures to save resources and reduce energy
consumption. In the past, the water was drained
down to Lake Ad Excellentiam in Chung Chi
Campus when the swimming season ended and
the university would pump water from the lake for

irrigation, cooling systems, and flushing.

This year, the Estates Management Office (EMO)
took one more step forward to reduce unnecessary
electricity consumption by pumping water
from the lake to water plants on the higher
levels of campus. Instead of draining the
1600m® of water from the pool into Lake
Ad Excellentiam, they used the pool water
to irrigate part of the Herbal Garden
(around 1400m?) and as cooling water
for air-conditioning plants. It is

estimated that the
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measure can save about 4000 kWh of electricity,
enough to power the air-conditioning system for
an office of 40m? for 120 days.

Mr. Godwin Lai (photo), senior manager, Building
Services and Administration of EMO, said, ‘We
consulted our Landscaping Section and sought
expert advice. Before using the pool water for
irrigation, we let the water “calm down” to allow
residual chlorine in it to dissipate. Other substances
in the pool water do not critically affect its suitability

for irrigation.’

He explained that the pool water turned green
because of algae growing in it. “When chlorine
dosing is stopped, green algae may appear in pool
water. But this microorganism does not pose any
harm to fishes or plants. It is safe to use the pool
water for irrigation.” After being used for water
storage, an ordinary pool cleaning will be good

enough to safeguard its hygiene before reopening.

Mr. Lai added that the university was thinking of
more measures to conserve water. “We also intend
to collect shower water and estimate that around
20m?® of such grey water can be collected daily in
summer. However, because it is mixed with shower
gel, shampoo and hair conditioner, we are not sure
if it is suitable for irrigation purposes. We are now
studying how to recycle shower water with minor

treatment.” ¥
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UHK was twice recognized at the beginning of 2010
for its environmental endeavours. It was awarded
the ‘U Green Award 2009" and the ‘EnergyWi$e Label— " ¥
Class of Excellence’ of the 2009 Hong Kong Awards for

Environmental Excellence (HKAEE).

Organized by U Magazine, the “U Green Awards 2009 is
aimed at recognizing the efforts of eco corporations. The
Energywi$e Label is a recognition scheme established to
encourage Hong Kong businesses/organizations to take
measures for saving energy and to recognize such efforts.
To be eligible for the Class of Excellence, candidates
must adopt nine or more energy-saving measures in any
three energy-consuming facilities set by the scheme; and
introduce at least one new energy-saving measure in each

subsequent year. The University has implemented measures
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Prof. Chu Lee-man (left), chairman of the Committee on
Campus Environment receives the ‘U Green Award 2009” on
behalf of CUHK

to improve the energy efficiency of lighting installations, lift and escalator Installations, boilers, gas and oil

fuel consuming systems, central control and monitoring system, and renewable energy application.

CUHK has won different prizes for its green measures in the past. CUHK members committed to building a

sustainable campus are all excited about the new recognitions. ¥*
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